
9th Honors English Summer Assignment Cover Sheet 

Class Title: 9th Honors English

Teacher Name: Ms. Sally Lavin and Mr. Kelly Kiki

Materials needed: Novel of your choice from the attached list 

Website:www.spokaneschools.org/Domain/707

Summer Support Times: We can be reached via email 

Additional Information: 



Grade 9 Honors 
Teachers: Sally Lavin and Kelly Kiki 
North Central High School Summer Reading Assignment 
Email: sallyl@spokaneschools.org and Kellyki@spokaneschools.org

Welcome to North Central! Thank you, in advance, for taking seriously the responsibility of reading your book over the 

summer. High Schoo! is a more adult environment, and being prepared for this assignment will help you walk in the door 

on the first day, ready to participate with something to offer. Furthermore, the work during the first few weeks of school 

will be centered around this text in a variety of ways, so having it read is important to your enjoyment and success in the 

class. Enjoy the novel! 

The summer assignment has many purposes and values: 

1. Coming to class having read the same text allows students to begin with a common focus, and it

allows the class to begin deep instruction on the first day of class.

2. We will talk about this book throughout the first semester as an example we're all familiar with.

3. The project is NOT an "audition" for the honors program. Instead, it allows us to assess a

student's ability to understand texts and ability to follow directions.

4. The project adds more award-winning and critically-acclaimed books to the students' high-school

reading list.

5. The project prepares students for college experiences, considering that many universities assign

a common book to incoming freshmen.

Overall assignment: This summer assignment requires you to read one of the following texts and complete the 

packet of study questions that goes with it. You must bring this completed packet and book to class on the first day of 

class. You must also be prepared to discuss the text and complete assignments related to the text when school begins. 

Select one of the following texts: 

All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Maria Remarque 

Paul Baumer enlisted with his classmates in the German army of World War I Youthful, 

enthusiastic, they become soldiers. But despite what they have learned, they break into pieces 

under the first bombardment in the trenches. And as horrible war plods on year after year, Paul 

holds fast to a single vow: to fight against the principles of hate that meaninglessly pits young men 

of the same generation but different uniforms against each other--if only he can come out of the 

war alive. 

The Secret life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

Fourteen-year-old Lily and her companion, Rosaleen, an African-American woman who has 

cared for Lily since her mother's death ten years earlier
1 their home after Rosaleen is 

victimized by racist police officers, and find a safe haven in Tiburon, South Carolina at the 

home of three beekeeping sisters, May, June, and August. The Secret Life of Bees has a rare 

wisdom about life--about mothers and daughters and women in our lives who become 

our true mothers. A remarkable story about the divine power of women and the 

transforming power of love, this is a stunning debut whose rich, assured, irresistible voice 

us up and doesn't let go, not for a moment. 
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